Elfen Lied: Diclonius Report thinpack collection – 500 word review

Beautiful and dangerous.  There is perhaps no better way to describe a show like Elfen Lied, and ADV's thinpack release of the series captures that essence ideally.  Presented here in its entire thirteen episode run, the series tells the story of a young psychic mutant named Lucy, who loses her memory during an escape from a secret research lab and reverts to a childlike personality unable to speak.  Alone and afraid, she is discovered and taken in by a pair of kind-hearted college students who give her the name 'Nyu' and help her to reacquaint herself with civilized life.  However, as the organization that had originally imprisoned her sends agents to hunt her down, and as more runaways find haven around her, Nyu's adorable innocence begins to slip, and Lucy's murderous bloodlust begins to show through with increasing ferocity.

Make no mistake, this series is brutal.  It has already made a name for itself with its gruesome violence, and introduces itself with a nearly ten minute bloodbath in the very first episode.  But Elfen Lied's startling harshness doesn't end at simple blood and guts.  The thick tension that permeates the series, and the heavy psychological toll it takes on both character and viewer alike by gleefully picking at uncomfortable emotional wounds is unrelenting.  It's that very suspense, combined with strong writing and likable characters, that makes an incredible and addicting thrill ride out of what could very well have ended up as near-harem fluff in the hands of a less capable production team.  For all of its atmosphere and captivating drama, though, there's ultimately not a lot of meat here for lovers of heady thematics.  Elfen Lied is hardly a deep or thought-provoking title, but it's intelligently written, with an uncanny knowledge of what sensitive spots to hit to spark a reaction and what words to say to keep its audience wrapped up in intrigue.

Elfen Lied's aesthetics only enhance its already thick atmosphere.  A haunting musical score builds the series' sense of impending dread, and the opening theme with its operatic Latin sets the mood perfectly.  The ending theme might ruin that mood with its oddly reminiscent sound of a typical Avril Lavigne single, but it's at least catchy.  Visually the series sports slightly above average animation and fairly typical anime character designs, but really shines with utterly gorgeous backgrounds and an appropriately keen attention to human anatomy, making Lucy's numerous dismemberments all the more chilling.  Of particular note is the show's opening sequence, which sports a gorgeous montage of images heavily inspired by the work of artist Gustav Klimt.  ADV's packaging for this thinpack release wisely played on the opening, with an eye-catching, blood splattered box and surprisingly sophisticated case artwork drawing heavily from the Klimt influence.  Even those who don't typically like to display thinpacks would be proud to show this set off on their shelves.

Elfen Lied will not be a show for the faint of heart.  But for those who think they can stomach its brutality, there's one heck of a thrill ride here just waiting to be experienced.

Designs: 4

Animation: 3.5

Soundtrack: 4

Story: 4

Translation: 3.5

Average: 4

(note: the number scores are based on the grading system used in PA85.  If that system is no longer being used, please disregard)

